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A compilation of J-term testimonies
Gabby Carlson & Chrysa Keenon
Life & Times Co-Editors

January brought silence to Taylor University’s campus. There were
fewer classes, blessedly short lines in the Dining Commons and
a lot fewer people to say hello to on the frigid walk to class. But
the reason for the absence—the silence—was because Taylor students were proclaiming their voices around the world. Whether
they served with the hands and feet of Christ, walked where he
walked, or learned about history in the places it was made, our
classmates and friends spread the message of Jesus through the
nations. These are only a few of the many adventures that took
place last month.

Laura Roggenbaum, senior: Southeast Asia
I spent the month with a team of 13 traveling around islands in
Southeast Asia. A large part of our ministry was getting to know
our host families over meals and playing with the village kids.
Through this time we were able to tell stories about Jesus’ life and
get to know each other better through various parables. I learned
so much in a short time and grew in areas I never expected.
This trip fully immersed us in the Southeast Asian culture, which
taught me about myself as I learned to adapt to a new way of living.
We spent a lot of time reflecting as a team, creating a safe space
to ask questions and wrestle with thoughts that had been born
from our experience on the on the island.
I am left with a lot of questions but still thankful for an experience that really opened my mind to different ideas and worldviews. It was also very influential to connect with the missionaries
working in Southeast Asia and see what day-to-day life looks like
for them. It broadened my perspective on missions and caused
me to think about my life.
Ashley Bartow, senior: Greece
During the month of January, I traveled to Greece with 18 other Taylor students and faculty. We teamed up with Greater Europe Mission to serve the refugees fleeing from Turkey, Syria, Iraq,
and other countries. We worked our hardest physically to be the
hands and feet of what the Lord was doing at the Moria Camp in
Lesvos, Greece.
We spent eight hours a day at the camp fixing tents, housing
new arrivals, distributing food and handing out clothes to the
refugees. Preparation and expectations were irrelevant as each
minute of every day threw unanticipated events at us. While the
conditions and circumstances of serving in another country were
challenging, our dependence on the Lord and the realization of
his goodness grew in the midst of it all. We were able to witness
that, despite critical circumstances and endless unknowns, what
we are rooted in remains constant: the God we serve is the same
yesterday, today and forever.
Elise Jessup, senior: Poland
The focus of our ministry in Poland was leading English classes at several local schools. We spent most of our time at a high
school that prepares students to take a university entrance exam
in various areas of study, one of which is English. Our team split
up into smaller teaching teams and led students in conversation
and speaking activities.
Our goal as a team was to encourage the local churches in Poland, form relationships and share the hope, joy and salvation
that only Jesus can bring. We saw a lot of families broken by alcoholism and religiosity. In a place where the ground of Christianity is just beginning to soften, God calls his people to be faithful
and obedient, abiding in him, continuing to water the ground,
even when it seems that few seeds are sprouting up. Through it

all, we must obey.
I praise God that our team was able to share our faith and have
conversations with several students, teachers and community
members. We were all blessed by Polish hospitality and generosity, being welcomed into people’s homes and lives. We continue to
pray for the churches there, that God would encourage and raise
up leaders and pastors, sustain the work that is in progress and
provide for future ministries and church plants.

Photograph provided by Elise Jessup

Taylor students gather for a group photo in Poland.

Jen Cline, junior: Nepal
The Nepal Lighthouse team was hosted by Tiny Hands International for the month of January. Along with myself, a lot of the
team members expected to learn more about the injustice of human trafficking and the bondage perpetuated in Hindu culture
by seeing it firsthand. We witnessed many injustices but also discussed the power of vocation through short-term mission trips,
like the one we were on.
We experienced a body of young believers full of hope and received lessons from them on what it looks like to be unconditionally joyful and loving. We watched people in deep mourning at the
Hindu temple and crematory, Pashupatinath. They were saying
goodbye to family members knowing they would never see them
again. Other people visited the temple to throw coins onto a painted rock several feet below them, believing if their coin landed on
top they would receive good luck. It was challenging for me to see
hope that is naturally permeated into the lives of the children at
the Dream School and then to realize that other people’s hope lies
in their chances of their coin landing on top of a stone.
In Nepal, I was taught how to recognize the hope that I have
solely because of my salvation, the urgency of the gospel and how
to pray for (and identify) the least of these.

Hope Bolinger
Copy Editor

It seemed the bell tolled for itself on
the last week of J-term. For the second
time in a year, a corner brick plummeted from the Rice Bell Tower and
smashed onto the concrete. Soon after, a trapezoid of caution tape surrounded the structure.
Students expressed annoyance when
encountering the recent construction:
“It was kind of sad seeing it all taped
up,” sophomore Sadie Schultz said. “I

Photograph provided by Seth Neal

Mountains loom majestically over the Chiliean landscape
that students enjoyed for the month of January.

Seth Neal, senior: Chile
I had the amazing opportunity to take Spanish 202 in Chile
over J-term. Instead of being in a classroom of 20 or 30 people,
we were able to separate into small groups of five or six people
and have class with two different teachers for three hours per day.
Although I’ve enjoyed the two previous semesters of Spanish I’ve
taken on campus, I think I learned more in the three weeks that
we were immersed in the Chilean and South American culture
than I would have learned in the same amount of time in a traditional classroom.
Not to mention, we were able to admire some of the most breathtaking scenery in the world. Between Santiago, Valparaíso and Patagonia, my eyes almost couldn’t take in all of the beauty.

Photograph provided by Ross Otto

Taylor students splashing into the Mediterranean Sea.
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Another historical site visited by Literary London students.

Anna Cummings, sophomore: Literary London
I spent my J-term on the Literary London tour of the United
Kingdom, visiting locations of literary significance, including authors’ homes, museums, cathedrals, inspirations for book settings
and more.
This trip gave me a chance not just to observe a new culture but
to take part in it—to be an active participant in the life happening in an entirely foreign place to me. Over the course of our trip,
we checked off a lot of British clichés: high tea with scones, the

Bricks without steel
Another brick falls from
the Rice Bell Tower

changing of the guard at Buckingham Palace, London Bridge, Big
Ben, fish & chips, etc. I saw more sheep than ever before, climbed
more stairs than I care to count, listened to various Stonehenge
origin theories while marveling at the ancient structure, and worshiped alongside Christian brothers and sisters at St. Giles’ Cathedral and Wesley’s Chapel (as in, the John Wesley).
The one thing I think I will always most appreciate about this
trip is that it opened my eyes to so much life that was unfamiliar
to me. While a part of me is realizing that I’m not as significant as
I may have thought, another equally strong part of me is awakening to the beauty in the vastness of God’s creation.

was also kind of frustrated because I
thought it was fixed.”
The last round of repairs in the summer and fall experienced major delays.
S.A. Boyce Corporation, a masonry
structure firm, waitlisted construction
on the bell tower for two months while
they handled other requests.
But, this time around, Taylor won’t
have to wait as long.
Ron Sutherland, business administration vice president, said a contractor is in the process of removing all
the corner bricks and fastening them
with stainless steel pins to keep them
in place. During the repairs last fall,
S.A. Boyce Corporation fixed steel pins
onto most of the bricks. But a few did

not receive the treatment, including
the one that recently fell.
Sutherland said the University will
not pay for the new project. “If there
would happen to be any further problems with the scope of work that S.A.
Boyce Corporation did complete, the
work and cost to take care of the issues
would be done by S.A. Boyce,” Sutherland said. “Taylor University would not
be asked to absorb any cost.”
Last time, Taylor used the general
building, maintenance and upkeep
budget because they did not set aside
a fund for the project. Senior Anneliese
Brincks wonders if the new repairs will
reap any benefits: “They could try to fix
it again. But eventually that’s going to
be a money drain.”
echo@taylor.edu

Nina Siems, sophomore: Israel
This trip was a life-changing experience. I remember the first
day of class, Dr. Heth said “How many of you are here on this trip
because you want to make the Bible come more to life?” All of
us sat and raised our hands proud and confidently. Then he said
this: “You’re wrong, the Bible is already alive. You come alive to
the Bible.” He was right.
Every biblical and historical site we went to displayed God’s
beauty, majesty and—most importantly—his power. I learned
that I am not following Jesus because of how I see him actively
moving in my life, I follow Jesus because of what he did for me
on the cross. My response to his actions is aligning myself with
Jesus’ character and loving him and others with all my heart,
soul, mind and strength. I encourage everyone to go on this trip.
If you are a Christian and you still have breath left, go to Israel.
echo@taylor.edu
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Students once again find the bell tower surrounded by caution tape.
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Activism for gender equality is still needed around the world.

Photograp provided by Deanna Menke

Challenging the lies
Women should fight for
their right to truth
Becca VanHorne

Contributor
When I was in ninth grade, a male
peer told me I was “not hot enough
to rape.” Not only was this statement
crude and hurtful, it also communicated a false truth about me.

Sexism is an act of projecting a

distorted truth on someone else without their consent. This truth is often
one-sided and boils away the personhood of that being. Examples of this
include cat calls, career limitations
for women, sexual assault, rating a
woman’s body, or even comments
about a woman’s place being in the
kitchen. In each of these situations,
an outsider decides something about
that woman. She has little to no room
in that space to discover truth of her

Grateful, not hateful
My rights are safe—but
who fights for men?
Kait Bedel
Contributor

In light of the recent women’s marches, I’ve heard a lot of talk about the
equality between men and women.
I’m constantly told that this country
treats women so poorly. But honestly, I feel many feminist activists today take for granted the work of the
first women’s rights workers. This
is insulting. When people complain
about how badly women today are
treated, they forget the women who
fought so we can now vote, work, be
heard and live as independent people. Because of those women, I can
pursue whatever path I want. I desperately want to thank them, and I
won’t ignore their work by pretending women have it just as bad now
as previously.
In many instances, I’ve found myself highly outnumbered by men, but
they didn’t look down on me for having my own voice and opinions. In

fact, those men showed me nothing
but respect in those situations. No
one has ever tried to berate me or deter my efforts because of my gender—
but I see men’s rights being stripped
away from them. As a woman, society hears and respects my voice while
slowly silencing the voices of men.
Now, I am fully aware that my experience is only one out of billions
of women in the world. I also am
aware that many women have legitimately been treated in sexist
and demeaning ways. Many gender equality issues still need to be
resolved. Those battles must be
fought because feminism is about
the equality of the sexes. But here’s
the thing: it goes both ways. I am
not concerned for my rights as a
woman because the minute someone threatens my freedom, an army
of protesters will be ready for battle. However, I am truly concerned
for the future rights of my brothers.
More and more, men are dismissed
from conversations about equality.
If a man holds any opinion that even
slightly resembles mine, his views
are immediately disregarded, and

own. In many cases relating to sexuality or beauty, women internalize
these false claims, which are especially harmful because they drastically reduce women to single attributes.
Before my peer made his rape comment, I was explaining how my grandmother had encouraged my sister to
carry mace with her for protection
and how I felt the need to carry some,
too. In his comment, my male classmate communicated that I would not
he loses his place in the “discussion.”
Our culture is pushing men into a
ditch, and no one seems to care to
help them out. They have to fight
constant double standards and
gender-based assumptions. Society speaks at them rather than with
them. Every day, men are treated in
ways that are blatantly disrespectful
simply because of their gender. Yet
if one were to treat a woman in the
same manner, it would be completely unacceptable.
Gender-based assumptions and
disrespect are inappropriate regardless of the gender they are forced
upon. But our society seems to think
it is all right to attack men in an effort to raise women up. This is what
I want to know: why can’t we simply strive to understand and respect
each other instead?
Women haven’t had the rights we
have now for very long, so naturally
men are still going to have a dominating presence in some areas, especially the workforce. However, that
doesn’t necessarily indicate misogyny. It could simply mean that it
is hard to catch up to centuries of
privilege within such a short time.
Women’s rights workers have already accomplished so much, and
we should be grateful, not hateful.

be worth the very thing I fear because
of how I looked; that my sexual appeal
as a 15-year-old was not great enough
for men to “grant” rape to me. This
comment has stayed with me and is
still painful to think back on.
Along with this incident, I’ve received countless comments that either praised or shamed me for my
looks. This has changed the way I
view myself and experience relationships with men. Because these single
stories are communicated to women through peers, relatives, strangers
and the media, it is extremely difficult
to fight internalizing these lies, because they come from those we trust.
In our society, comments like those I
received about my appearance display
an underlying attitude about women
that translates into terrible offenses.
Women across the world face rape,
loss of education, sexual slavery, genital mutilation and countless other
forms of oppression. This type of injustice results from our society’s separation of people from their humanity.
We need activists to challenge and find
solutions to these attitudes.
After I was told “You aren’t hot
enough to rape,” another peer in the
conversation intervened for me, telling the commenter: “You can’t just say
that.” In this act, she was challenging
the “truth” he projected on me. This
small act of advocacy helped me assess the weight I otherwise would
have given the comment. When we

Conversations
Graphic Illustrated by Derek Bender

We must remember that gratitude
isn’t a form of surrender.
Please continue to fight for equality. Use the rights that the first feminists fought for with their blood,
sweat and tears. Fight against unequal pay, sexist school policies and
rape culture—end those disgraces. But don’t forget to fight for your
brother; fight for his rights and his
voice. Don’t forget to fight against
a culture that continually sets up
double standards against him and
treats him as a being of lesser value.
I’m not going to lose my rights, but I
see men losing theirs every day, and
that is equally inadmissible. We need
to stand for each other. Men need
to stand for their sisters and women need to stand for their brothers.
Until we take care of each other, true
equality will never happen.
echo@taylor.edu
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Local theater group to
present Lewis’ classic tale
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“The play is written from the
classic C.S. Lewis story and is not
just a favorite of the directors and
the students at CSA but also a fan
favorite,” Katie Morgan, CSA’s executive director, said. As with all
of CSA’s Theatre compANY productions, this performance features the entire pre-professional
theatre company at CSA. All cast
members are students between
the ages of 8 and 18. Several members of CSA’s Dancers Edge, their

consistently challenge these single-sided stories, we open space for further
conversations. We also help women reject distorted stories and create
healthier self-perceptions about actual abilities and character rather than
physical traits or a set feminine mold.
We must choose to engage with
feminism. It can be emotionally taxing, ambiguous and, at times, polarizing. It is hard to understand what
is personally or culturally acceptable concerning women, especially
at a place like Taylor where this discussion easily becomes heated and
is sometimes rooted in different understandings of Christianity. At the
same time, we will find no justice or
restoration if we don’t engage with
this topic.
The women’s movement doesn’t
mean women can’t be housewives
or wear makeup. It doesn’t mean we
hate men. The women’s movement
means I do not want my worth to be
derived from my physical appearance. It means others aren’t allowed
to touch my body without my permission. It means I have the ability to
prove my intelligence level before others decide how smart I am. It means
others must earn the right to speak
with truth about who I am—body, career and brain included.
The women’s movement means I
get to decide which stories about me
are true and which ones are not.
echo@taylor.edu

Contrasting

Local
Narnia is just a 30-minute drive
away. Marion’s Community School
of Arts (CSA) will perform “The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe”
at The F. Ritchie Walton Performing Arts Center.
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Photograph provided by Marion Community School of Arts

A trip to Narnia is just a turkish delight away—no wardrobe required.

preparatory dance company, will
be among the cast.
Artistic Director of CSA Shelly In-

“The puppeteers have a very
important and strenuous
job throughout the show”
skeep said the cast of the play has
great surprises for the audience, including a three-person Aslan puppet. “This is a major focal point of

the show,” Inskeep said. “The puppeteers have a very important and
strenuous job throughout the show
maintaining the voice and physicality of the large cat.”
Taylor University’s Center for the
Study of C.S. Lewis and Friends is
sponsoring the show and will have
information from the Center set up
at the show. Joe Ricke, the Center’s
director, will also be attending
the Sunday matinee with a group
of students.

This is the second to last show in
the 2016–17 CompANY Season. CSA
will also put on “Willy Wonka” in
late May. For more information on
CSA, check out their Facebook page
or visit csa-marion.com.
Tickets are $15 on their website
or $17 at the door. Showings will
include a 7 p.m. performance tonight and Saturday as well as a 2
p.m. matinee on Sunday.
echo@taylor.edu

The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices on Taylor
University’s campus fairly and without bias and to be a vehicle
of accurate and pertinent information to the student body. The
Echo also aims to be a forum that fosters healthy discussion about
relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for change on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly since
1913, except for January term, exam week and holidays.
The Echo is a member of the Associated Collegiate
Press and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.
The Echo is printed by AIM Media Indiana Operating,
LLC in Greenfield, Indiana. The Echo offices are
in the Rupp Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
The Echo
236 W. Reade Ave. (765) 998-5359
Upland, IN 46989-1001 Echo@Taylor.edu
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Wheaton’s Marriage and Family Therapy
faculty contribute to the national
licensure exam and establish the Illinois
licensure standards. As visionaries in the
field, they know what it takes for you to
become a successful practitioner.

%
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Earn your masters
degree to serve in
one of the fastest
growing professions
in the country.*
*Bureau of Labor Statistics 2012-2022

TRANSITION TO NURSING
BECOME A NURSE IN JUST 14 MONTHS

A CHANGING JOB MARKET.
A CHANGE IN INTERESTS.
A CHANGE IN PLANS.
A CHANGE IN MIND.
A CHANGE IN HEART.
CALL 765-677-2431 | EMAIL TTN@INDWES.EDU
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“Kammer noted that this was not the typical mission
trip people usually take. The team collectively
shared their faith by playing soccer.”
Trojans travel to Costa Rica
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A junior varsity team will join the men’s soccer program for the 2017 season.

Junior varsity team added
to men’s soccer program

New team offers opportunities,
boosts enrollment

in more players than they would be
otherwise. Doing so will allow for
a deeper talent pool for the varsity
Eric Andrews
team in future years. The J.V. team
will serve as a way to develop addiSports Editor
tional players to play on the varsity
The Taylor athletic department and team when they are ready.
men’s soccer program announced a
“(The J.V. team) gives us that envijunior varsity (J.V.) team will be add- ronment to say, ‘there’s these bubble
ed for the 2017 season.
players, there’s some guys who might
The team will mainly be comprised not have been quite as good—give
of incoming freshmen but will also them some time to develop and see
feature current Taylor students, se- what happens,’” men’s varsity soccer
lected via a tryout.
head coach Gary Ross said.
By adding a J.V. team to the mix, the
The J.V. team will also provide a
soccer program will be able to bring chance for players on the varsity team

who do not receive a lot of playing time
at the varsity level to be double-rostered. This will also generate motivation for varsity and J.V. players alike to
earn playing time at the varsity level.
The athletic department and men’s
soccer program decided to add the J.V.
team due to the success of the splitsquad baseball and softball teams,
the pilot programs for the idea.
The J.V. team will be beneficial not
only to the men’s varsity team but
also to the school. With decreasing
enrollment proving to be an issue for
higher education institutions, schools
have begun to come up with different

ways to increase attendance. By having a second team, more students will
have the opportunity to play at Taylor.
“It’s a way to provide additional opportunities within the soccer program,” athletic director Kyle
Gould said.
With the addition of the J.V. team,
Taylor’s student body will grow and
the men’s soccer roster will increase
by roughly 15 men for next year.
While the J.V. time commitment
will not be as intense as the varsity
team, both will be structured similarly. The J.V. team will have spring
training sessions four times per week

Trojans travel to Costa Rica

during the spring semester and will
also play a few club games, in addition to having eight games lined up
for the fall season.
An open tryout for current Taylor students interested in playing on
the J.V. team will be held on March
4 at 10 a.m. at the program’s annual
Spring ID Camp. Any interested students should contact men’s soccer assistant coach Steve Bushre by March
1 to reserve their spot at the tryout.
echo@taylor.edu
take. The team collectively shared
their faith by playing soccer.
After all they gained from this
J-term trip, the women’s soccer
team will continue to prepare for
their fall season.
echo@taylor.edu

Overall, the journey gave both different country in a distinct way.
talk to people using the training
they received.
the Taylor athletes and coaches the Kammer noted that this was not the
“Even just the way we played . . . was chance to spread the gospel in a typical mission trip people usually
a testament to our faith,” junior Megan Kammer said. “Playing with charJustin Chapman
acter—playing with respect—was
definitely also showing that we were
Contributor
different than most teams.”
While some Taylor students braved
Kammer added that they applied
the cold weather in Indiana, the the gifts God gave them to honor him.
women’s soccer team traveled to Cos- Everyone on the team knows how to
ta Rica during J-term. This trip usu- play soccer, and since they are comally occurs every three or four years. fortable competing, they can use that
The purpose of it is to bring the team as a platform to reach other players.
closer together and spread the gospel
Not only did the team spread good
to other people.
news to the people of Costa Rica,
Groups who go on this trip are but they also bonded together. The
thrown into a culture where soccer whole experience of being in a differis the dominant sport. They then play ent country team allowed them to exseveral other teams from the coun- perience and process life as a group.
try they are in. This year, the team
“I think it was really cool just to see
competed against three Costa Rican each individual’s personal joy and exteams, finishing with a record of 2–1. perience of it all,” Kammer said. “EvThe only team to defeat them was eryone had a different experience of it
a professional team, which included all, but at the same time I really think
at least one player from Costa Rica’s the root of it all was joy.”
national team.
Each night the group got together
For the most part, the teams they and shared their favorite parts of the
played were receptive to what the day and how they saw God move. This
Taylor team had to say.
time gave them the chance to reflect
“Unlike America, you can go play a on their own experience and hear
Photographs provided by Scott Stan
The women’s soccer team enjoyed a variety of activities during their time in Costa Rica in January.
really good game in Costa Rica, and what other people were processing.
they’re like ‘wow, you’re really good
at soccer. Tell me about Jesus,’” head
coach Scott Stan said. “(It) never
Athlete of the Week
happens here, but it happens all the
time overseas.”
Stan added that this visit put an
emphasis on the fact that a sport
can be missionary work. Normally painting a fence or street evangeYear
Junior
lism is considered missionary work,
but sports can be used to spread the
Junior Nikki Zaino went on the trip
and enjoyed working with high schoolgospel as well.
Hometown
Elkhorn, Wisconsin
The women from Taylor go through aged students. She appreciated the joy
a four-week training where they learn the kids contained even though they
how to share their faith in a way that lacked certain comforts. The Trojans
Position
Guard
does not necessarily use Christian had the opportunity to share some of
terms. After the games, they will their stories with the kids.
“Habit is the daily battleground
Favorite quote
of character.” –Daniel Coates

The women’s soccer
team spent their
J-term in Costa Rica

“Playing with
character—playing
with respect—was
definitely also
showing that we
were different
than most teams.”

Joe Ingersoll



Joe Ingersoll

What ranking did the baseball team earn in
Perfect Game’s preseason ranking?
A. 14
B. 21
C. 9
D. 25

Be the ﬁrst to collect the entire set and submit it to THE ECHO at
the end of the year to win a complete set signed by the athletes!

Check back next week for the answer! Last week’s answer: A. 3

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Card #14

Funniest teammate

Graham Ortmann

Favorite pump up song “All the Above” by Maino

